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Launch of a new industrial chair, in Lyon on viral
respiratory infections

On October 11, 2023, the REVIDA Industrial Chair for Respiratory Infectious Diseases, led by
researcher Sophie Trouillet-Assant (UCBL / HCL), was officially launched by Claude Bernard Lyon 1
University, Hospices Civils de Lyon, and bioMérieux, with the support of the Agence nationale de la
recherche (National research agency, in France). The new program is expected to strengthen the
capacity of the health systems to deal with the emergence of new respiratory diseases.

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown the devastating impact of an infectious disease previously
unknown. The lack of preventive means and treatment options has greatly exacerbated the crisis.
Three years later, the toll is heavy for society, with repercussions throughout the world.

More than ever, the impact of the emergence of new viruses, particularly respiratory viruses, is a
major public health concern. Yet, the emergence of viral diseases is expected to pick up pace due to
climate change, among other factors.

Aiming for the ability to better cope with these potential emergences, the REVIDA (REspiratory Viral
infections - from DiAgnosis to prognosis), industrial chair was created, led by Dr. Sophie Trouillet-
Assant (UCBL / HCL).

Hosted at Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University and working within the HCL / UCBL / bioMérieux joint
laboratory, it will combine the efforts of the International Center for Infectiology Research (CIRI —
CNRS / Inserm / Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University/ENS de Lyon), Hospices Civils de Lyon, and
bioMérieux, to offer new, effective and innovative diagnostic solutions, and thus improve the care of
patients with respiratory infections.

The goal is to identify more quickly subjects suffering from viral infections, whatever the virus, in
order to be more reactive in the event of a new pandemic, with tools that allow fast screening of
subjects at risk of developing a serious form of the disease, thus improving patient care.

With this in mind, the ambitious and innovative REVIDA chair project will study the immune response
of infected patients, in order to develop new, faster diagnostic and prognostic tools for respiratory
viral infections, without systematic search for the pathogen.

“Thanks to faster tools, within 45 minutes of a nasopharyngeal swab, it will become possible to
diagnose subjects infected with a virus by analyzing the response of the host exposed to a viral
infection. This could have a significant effect on reducing the misuse of antibiotics and on the ability
to be better prepared in the event of future viral outbreaks,” explains Sophie Trouillet-Assant.

The combined medical expertise of clinicians from the Hospices Civils de Lyon and skills of scientists
and engineers from bioMérieux, a global player in in vitro diagnostics, will make it possible to
leverage the research work carried out within the CIRI, in order to ultimately improve the quality of
care at the hospital in terms of respiratory diseases.
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“Participating in this multidisciplinary research program, bioMérieux aims to develop innovative
solutions in partnership with HCL and UCBL. By combining their joint clinical and scientific skills, the
goal is to improve the care of patients suffering from respiratory infections,” explains Francois
Lacoste, Executive Vice President of Research & Development at bioMérieux.

“Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University, thanks to the decisive work of its development subsidiary, Lyon
Ingénierie Projets, and its Department of Research and Doctoral Studies, as well as institutional and
strategic alignment in terms of research training and health innovation with HCL, offers an
environment conducive to the emergence of scientific collaborations and projects with industrial
partners such as bioMérieux, as is the case for this REVIDA industrial chair,” adds Frédéric Fleury,
President of the Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University.

Moving research from the laboratory to the patient's bedside is a joint and shared approach at
bioMérieux, the Hospices Civils de Lyon and Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University, which have managed
their public/private research partnership for more than 20 years through the creation of a common
research laboratory.

“Beyond the importance of the clinical question posed, which is a real public health issue, this project
is also the result of a very long-standing collaboration with bioMérieux in the joint research
laboratories. These structures have been key in speeding up the R&D of new diagnostic tests during
the pandemic. The REVIDA chair confirms the cutting edge approach used by HCL and its partners to
enhance public/private partnerships,” said Alexandre Pachot, Director of Health Research at Hospices
Civils de Lyon.

The REVIDA industrial chair, co-funded by the Agence nationale de la recherche (ANR) and
bioMérieux, will also ensure the supervision of a high-level training program (MSc's, PhD's and post-
doctorate research) to work on large-scale collaborative projects of international scope. Claude
Bernard Lyon 1 University will be involved, among other things, in a student exchange program with
the United States and partner countries in Asia, Africa and South America.

“Since 2012, the ANR has co-funded around sixty industrial chairs, selected for their strong and lasting
partnership between public and private research actors, for the scientific reputation of the holder,
and ability to structure a high-level research ecosystem in a strategic, high-priority field, and for the
research training of young graduates in a remarkable scientific environment. In this context, the
REVIDA industrial chair is a perfect example,” declares llias lliopoulos, President of the ANR
“Industrial Chairs” committee.

Bringing together researchers, clinicians, manufacturers and students in a common dynamic to
respond to significant public health challenges, the chair aims to position Lyon and France at the
forefront of respiratory infections management and pandemic preparation, thus strengthening its
European and international influence, both in terms of research and training and in terms of the
public-private partnership approaches required to deal with it.

The partnership-based approach of REVIDA and the research field of interest are fully in line with the
vision of the French BioCluster for Innovation in Infectiology (BCF2l) currently being established.
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Partners

Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University

As an intensive, inclusive, and innovative establishment, Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University, attended
by more than 46,500 students, has been offering excellence in training and research, for the past
50 years, in the fields of science, technology, health and sports. Its 5,000 employees work tirelessly,
every day, to provide demanding training options, as close as possible to the reality of research, and
supported by 2,800 teacher-researchers. The staff is also active on a daily basis in developing quality
research, carried out in 62 laboratories using unique equipment. UCBL is also an innovative university,
having supported the creation of 80 start-ups since 2011. Well established in its territory, decidedly
open to the world, Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University enables science to progress. www.univ-lyon1.fr

Hospices Civils de Lyon

The Hospices Civils de Lyon is a grouping of 13 public hospitals, all driven by a threefold mission: care,
research and teaching. Together, we make up a community of 24,000 women and men, caregivers and
non-caregivers, sharing one and the same vocation: to treat and take care of each patient, whatever
their situation and pathologies, throughout their life. From patient care to treatment of illnesses (from
mildest to rarest), and in conjunction with all health stakeholders in the Lyon region, we place research
at the heart of our approach to respond to medical advances today, while anticipating the therapeutic
challenges of tomorrow. As the second largest university hospital in France, we support and train the
medical and non-medical staff of tomorrow through our 11 schools and institutes. https://www.chu-

lyon.fr/
BIOMERIEUX GAME CHANGERS FOR 60 YEARS

Pioneering Diagnostics

A world leader in the field of in vitro diagnostics since 1963, bioMérieux is present in 45 countries and
serves more than 160 countries with the support of a large network of distributors. In 2022, revenues
reached €3.6 billion, with over 90% of sales outside of France. bioMérieux provides diagnostic solutions
(systems, reagents, software and services) which determine the source of disease and contamination
to improve patient health and ensure consumer safety. Its products are mainly used for diagnosing
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infectious diseases. They are also used for detecting microorganisms in agri-food, pharmaceutical and
cosmetic products. www.biomerieux.com

CIRI

CIRI brings together the scientific and medical research communities in infectious diseases of the Lyon-
St Etienne area, with main supervision by University of Lyon 1, Inserm, CNRS and ENS of Lyon, and
secondary supervision by Hospices Civils de Lyon and Jean Monnet University, in partnership with
VetAgroSup and the Pasteur Institute. This means more than 400 researchers from complementary
disciplinary backgrounds, grouped into three main specialties, immunology, bacteriology, and virology,
but also epidemiologists. They work together with the primary goal of understanding the biology of
microbes and the immune system, and the interactions between microbes and their hosts, in order to
better fight infectious diseases and other illnesses involving the immune system. https://ciri.ens-

lyon.fr/

The Agence nationale de la recherche (ANR)

A public establishment placed under the supervision of the Ministry of Higher Education and Research,
the Agence nationale de la recherche (ANR) is the funding agency for project-based research in France.
Its mission is to support and promote the development of fundamental and finalized research in all
disciplines, nationally as well as on a European and international scale. It also funds technical
innovation and technology transfer, and partnerships between research teams from the public and
private sectors, while strengthening dialog between science and society.

The ANR is also the main operator of France 2030 in the field of higher education and research, for
which it ensures the selection, financing and monitoring of projects covering in particular the actions
of excellence initiatives, infrastructures research, and support for research advancements and
promotion.

The ANR is ISO 9001 certified for all of its processes linked to “project selection” and was awarded the
“professional equality” label. https://anr.fr/
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Launch of the Revida chair, from left to right: Jérdme Honnorat, Vice President and Research Delegate for the “Health” sector
of UCBL; llias lliopoulos, Acting President of the ANR “Industrial Chairs” committee; Frédéric Fleury, President of Claude
Bernard Lyon 1 University; Aurore Fleurie, Senior R&D Manager at bioMérieux, Co-Head of the HCL-UCBL-bioMérieux joint
unit; Sophie Trouillet-Assant, Researcher at CIRI, Head of the HCL-UCBL-bioMérieux joint unit; Alexandre Pachot, Director of
Health Research at HCL; Frangois Lacoste, Executive Vice President of Research & Development at bioMérieux; Bruno Lina,
Head of the Virology Laboratory, CNR Director for Respiratory Viruses; Frangois-Loic Cosset, CIRI Director.

The team from the Hospices Civils de Lyon / Claude Bernard University Lyon 1 / bioMérieux joint unit.
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