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An R&D Center and emblem of bioMérieux’s open-innovation strategy 
 
This site marks a valuable addition to bioMérieux’s worldwide innovation organization, which 
today encompasses 18 R&D centers in France, the United States, China and Brazil. Nearly 
1,400 employees around the globe work on bioMérieux’s R&D programs, representing a global 
investment of about 12% of sales.  
 
A pioneer in diagnostics, bioMérieux has adopted an open-innovation strategy based on 
collaboration with academic research, biotechnology firms and the international hospital 
community. The Company has initiated numerous collaborative agreements in 12 countries 
where worldwide scientific and medical innovation are focused. 
 
In line with its strategy, bioMérieux has developed partnerships with the CEA (French Atomic 
Energy Commission) in new technologies since 1997, and with the Pasteur Institute in infectious 
diseases since 2009.  
 
To respond more closely to the needs of patients and their physicians, the Company has also 
created joint research laboratories with the hospital community: Hospices Civils de Lyon in 
France and the Fudan University Shanghai Cancer Center in China. 
 
Thanks to its multidisciplinary approach and the many partnerships forged with the international 
scientific community, the R&D Center in La Balme illustrates the spirit of openness that 
bioMérieux wishes to convey with its innovation strategy.  
 
“I am especially pleased to inaugurate a center devoted to the diagnostics and medicine of 
tomorrow at a historic site that, since 1987, has greatly contributed to making bioMérieux a key 
player in the fight against infectious diseases,” said Alain Mérieux, founder of bioMérieux. 
“Continuing to invest in France for research and global public health also brings me great pride,” 
he added.   
 
“In an environment undergoing rapid change,” said Jean-Luc Bélingard, Chairman of 
bioMérieux, “we wished to give our site at La Balme a cutting-edge facility to support the 
technological revolutions required to address today’s challenges in microbiology, such as the 
threat of antimicrobial resistance, which the world is becoming increasingly aware of.”  
 
“The R&D Center at La Balme is a very clear example of the direction in which we plan to drive 
our R&D activity,” said Alexandre Mérieux, Chief Executive Officer of bioMérieux. “Our 
innovation is built on in-house developments, acquisitions and partnerships. In vitro diagnostics 
consists in integrating many different fields of expertise, and we want our research approach to 
remain open: to international collaborations, different disciplines and public, academic and 
private partnerships,” he concluded. 
 
ABOUT BIOMERIEUX 
 
Pioneering Diagnostics 
 

A world leader in the field of in vitro diagnostics for 50 years, bioMérieux is present in more than 
150 countries through 41 subsidiaries and a large network of distributors. In 2013, revenues 
reached €1.588 billion with 87% of sales outside of France.  
 
bioMérieux provides diagnostic solutions (reagents, instruments, software) which determine the 
source of disease and contamination to improve patient health and ensure consumer safety. Its 
products are used for diagnosing infectious diseases and providing high medical value results 
for cancer screening and monitoring and cardiovascular emergencies. They are also used for 
detecting microorganisms in agri-food, pharmaceutical and cosmetic products.  
 
bioMérieux is listed on the NYSE Euronext Paris market (Symbol: BIM – ISIN: FR0010096479). 
Other information can be found at www.biomerieux.com 
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