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COVID-19 &

ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE:
DUAL HEALTH THREATS

COVID-19 is caused by the Antimicrobial Resistance occurs
SARS-CoV-2 virus. It primarily affects when microbes (bacteria, fungi, and
the respiratory system and can lead to viruses) develop ways to survive
severe complications, requiring against, or resist, medicines called
hospitalization. There is currently no antimicrobials that are designed to
known cure. treat infections.

IMPACT ON GLOBAL HEALTH:
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Those most vulnerable to COVID-19 are also
most vulnerable to drug-resistant infections*:
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HOW DOES COVID-19
CONTRIBUTE TO AMR?

Antibiotic therapy for
COVID-19 patients was
as high as

72%

in some hospitals®

Only

8%

of COVID-19 patients
were found to have
bacterial or fungal
co-infections®

HOW CAN WE FIGHT
COVID-19 & AMR?

WITH DIAGNOSTICS:

Reduce unnecessary antibiotic
use with shorter turnaround times
for COVID-19 tests®
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2 Differentiate between viral and
bacterial infections to determine
the best course of treatment

Make informed decisions about
when antibiotic therapy can
be safely discontinued

WITH VACCINES:
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Includes COVID-19 vaccines that are in development, annual flu
vaccines, vaccines against common childhood illnesses, and others
for vaccine-preventable diseases

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE:
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< Follow your doctor’s instructions
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for treatment when you are sick.

2 Do not share antibiotics or other
prescription medications with other people ‘
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Take infection prevention
measures: wash your hands, wear
amask in public places, & practice
safe social distancing.

REFERENCES:

1. Adam D. The pandemic’s true death toll: millions more than official counts. Nature. 2022;601(7893):312-315. doi:10.1038/d41586-022-00104-8.
2. WHO: 2022 can mark the end of COVID's acute stage. UN News. Published December 29, 2021. https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/12/1108932.
3. Lancet T. Antimicrobial resistance: time to repurpose the Global Fund. The Lancet. 2022;399(10322):335. doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(22)00091-5.

4. Chris Dall | News Reporter | CIDRAP News | Aug 28 2020. Studies highlight dynamic impact of COVID-19 on antibiotic use. CIDRAP.
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2020/08/studies-highlight-dynamic-impact-covid-19-antibiotic-use.

5. Al-Hadidi SH, Alhussain H, Abdel Hadi H, et al. The Spectrum of Antibiotic Prescribing During COVID-19 Pandemic: A Systematic Literature Review.
Microbial Drug Resistance. Published online June 1, 2021. doi:10.1089/mdr.2020.0619.

6. Langford BJ, So M, Raybardhan S, et al. Bacterial co-infection and secondary infection in patients with COVID-19: a living rapid review and
meta-analysis. Clinical Microbiology and Infection. July 2020. doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cmi.2020.07.016.

7. Antibiotic resistance: Why vaccination is important. www.who.int.
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/antibiotic-resistance-why-vaccination-is-important.

©2022 bioMérieux, Inc. » BIOMERIEUX and the BIOMERIEUX logo are used pending and/or registered trademarks
belonging to bioMérieux, or one of its subsidiaries, or one of its companies. ¢ February 2022 « Do not litter



